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Jow McKoown gives
Instructions prior to
the starf of the 17th
annual William J.
MeKoown Jr. Golf
Classic “Fore™
Alzherner’s on May
18 al Phifmont
Country Club, while
Kyle Lograsso

y off the tour-
nament with a cere-
rronial fee shol,

PHILADELPHIA GOLFER

By Nate Oixman
SportswTiter

raised with his wife. Margaret, in
Cheltenham,

That"s whar mace u, his dis-
ease, 50 hard. [t not onldy stole
somme of those memaornies from

lliam J. MeKeown
Jr was a Famaly

i, him, it prevemed him from mak-
He ran a family ing new ones with his children
husiness. and grandchildren. Bill"s family

was growing, but he wasn't able
b Entiry if.

In the late &0z, Bill Mckeown
Jr. besan misplacing business pa-
pers and had a
hard time dri-
ving a car, He
began showing
sigms of
Aleheimer’s
Diseaze, a disor-
der that progres-
sively destroys
brain cells and
inhibiting a per-
S01°S IOy,
befevior and
ability o think
and emds, un-

His most tresasuned
memonies were of
time spent with his
family, which he

McKeown Golf

Classic
Alzheimer
a family 2

abatedly, with death.

Margaret, along with their
three sons: Bill, Charlie and Joe,
ard his dewsehiters: Pegey, Phyllis
and Maureen, ook care of him on
adaily basis. But when the dis-
ease became o0 much even for
farmily 1o handle, the MeKeown's
refuctamly moved Bill o 2 nurs-
ing facility,

Saill, Margaret and the famly
visited every day. She fed him all
of his meals and 100k care of him
with undying devotion, Even as
Bill*s symptoms intensified and
began to tike a heavy toll on
Margaret when she suffered a
stroke, before recovering miracu-
lously thanks o what the Eamily
anribuites 1o her steadfast detenmi-
nation to be there for her hus-
hand,

Margaret and the family wene
there bedside in prayer at Holy
Redeamer Hospital in
Mesdowbrook, when Bill passed
away in 1991,

July, 2008

Alzhemmer’s took the life of
Bill McEeown Jr.in 1991, but
like: tragedy tends to do 1o a
strong Family, the MeKeown's
CTEW SVen SIromger.

Shorily after their father's
passing, Charlie and Bill ap-
proached Jog and asked him what
he thought abow staming a golf
outing in memony of their father.

Soon, the entire family, includ-
ing Joe's wife Kathy, daughviers
Felly and Colleen and niece
Michelle, was pitching in.
Friends, members of the commu-
nity, even suppliers for the famly
business: Mekeown Beverages
Company, Inc. on Rising Sun
Avenue. in the Norheast fol-
lowied and enabled the
Mekeown's 10 host the first an-
il William J. McEeown Jr,
Golf Classic YFore™ Alzhemmer's
at Ashboume Country Club in

St McKeown, nexd page




July, 2008

B McKeown, from rovious page

Cheltenham with 144 golfers.

“It’s 50 nice that the entire family gets
involved,” said Joe, who lives with his
family in Dresher. “Everybody wants to
doa Irrtlr.: something to give hack for

The event grew each vear thanks to
the passicnate work of the Mckeown's
and the generous suppot of the comimi-
nify. The event grew so large that the
MeEeown's wene routinely uming away
interested participants,

Thats when Bon Dyvson, then presi-
dent and CEOQ of the Philadelphia
Protestamt Home (PPH), a continuing
care retirement community on Tabor
Road in the Northeast, suggested moving
to a larger venue, At the time, PPH was
building a wing for Alzheimer's Care,
which would evenmally include the
Willizam J. Mekeown Social Hall,

The Mekeowns tumed to Philmon
Country Club, a 36-hole facility in
Humtingddon Valley, Dyson and PFH
wotld stay heavily imvolved as all pro-
ceeds from the uting were donated
there for three years when the ouling
would grow to 240 polfers, 120 on both
the Monh and the South courses at
Philsont CC.

The event was once again held at
Philmeont this year for the 1 7th annual
golf classic on May 20, where all pro-
ceeds benefited the recently created
Mekeown Foundation promoting
Alzheimer’s Disease care, research and
education and added to the over 52 mil-
lion that has been raised since the event

Like each and every year, the event
has been fueled not only by the passion
of the Mekeown's, but many more whi
want 1o honor Bill s memory and the
Mekeown Foundation,

“Everybody | meet, they all want 1o
see what they can do to help,” said Joe,
“And when they come to this event and
they see the way they 're treated |, every-
body says 1o me, “What's the ome word
vou would use to describe the event? Iit's
a “Wow.” Wi have that wow factor that
really leaves an impression on people
heere, | think that says a lot about the
charity and wihat we do.™

Participants in this vear's event werne
indulged with an all-cay hmch both off
and on the course from local restaurants:
the Kitchen Bar on Old York Road in
Abington, Outback Steakhouse on Old
York Road in Jenkintown, Bennigan's on
Easton Road in Willow Grove, Tortillas!
on York Road in Willow Grove,

Former suppliers from Mckeown
Beverages: Coca-Cola, Snapple, Dy,
Pepper, Penn Distnbutors, Origlio

PHILADELPHIA GOLFER

Beverage, Muller Beverage, Dtz &
Watson, Utz and Herr's were also on
Tamdd

“Cr family was in the beer business.
for 51 years and the lovalty that these
companies show is really very, very
nice,” said Joe, who is now Vice
President of outside sales & develop-
ment at Eckenhoft Buick Pontiac GMC
Cadillac, Inc. in Jenkimntown,

Past emplovees of Bill, Frank and
Bobby Silvester, who now work respec-
tively for D, Pepper and Snapple, have
been involved since the star.

“They all do so much for us becanse
of the respect that they have for my fa-
ther,” said Joe,

This year's event, benefiting the
Mekeown Foundation, met its proinise
of reaching a new level thanks o the
COMtinEng suppor of longime sponsors
as well as the addition of presenting

Cadillac, which has chosen the
Willeam ). MeKeown Golf Classie as
one of two Cadillac Invitational eutings
in Pennsylvania, Cadillac gave out prizes
ared giftz, including the opporunity o
win a new car with a hole-in-one on four
holes, The winning foursome on ¢ach
cotrse eamed a trip 1o the Cadillac
Inwvitational National Finals a1 TPC of
Sawzrass in Pome Vedra Beach, Fla. lan.
15-19, 2009, The Morth course winners
were Alan Brody, David Goldstein,
Jonathan Goldsten and Mr, Jacobson,
The South course winners were Joe
Bouwrne, John Pagano, Carl Hinnchs and
Jim Girpsso,

The event will also host the Buick
Clubhouse and the PGA Tour Tiger
Woods Golf Expenence, where attendees
could check owt Tiger Woods' memaora-
bilia, take a complimentary Kodak
Fantasy Theater photo with Tiger and a
receive a free DVD with a computerized
analysis of their swings in addition w0
many giveaways and prizes.

1 wanted 1o have some tvpe of com-
memity event 1o tie in with our founda-
tion and Eckenhoff Buick,” said Joe. 1
wanted 10 mige awarengss and also give
hack to the community through children
andd golf. 11 thas can put smiles on chil-
dren’s faces, | know that's one thing my
father would love. We have the passion
for giving back to seniors, but now we're
irving to do something for kids and help
foster their imterest in golf”

The 17th Annual William J,
Mekeown Ir. Golf Classic was kicked
off with a ceremonial tee shot by 5-vear-
ald golf stud Kyle Lograsso.

“1 emjov being a part of it.” said Scott
Eckenhoft, owner of Eckenhoft Buick
Pomtiac GMC Cadillac, Inc., who has
been a big sponsor of the toumanment
since the beginning, “Behind the scenes,
Joe works so hard on this wumament, all

vear long, That s one of the reasons why
he works for me, because he is so pas-
sionate about anything that he does, es-
pecially this toumament and the founda-
tion, When this ends today, he’s already
gtarting o work on next vear’s ioum-
inent.”

With the foundation continuing to
grow thanks 10 support from so many
people, Joe knows he is doing his father
prrond,

[ think he would be extremely

Page 11

proud,” said Joe, “My father would have
been a linde low key, but he probably
wiould never have expectad it to grow
this big, Owr focus is on all of the linle
details becapse of the passion that we
have. We all want to make our father
proud.”

For more information about the
Mckeown Foundation call Joe
Mekeown at 2 15-669-7999 and visit
m_clicmwngalﬁclmit.m for more de-
tails,

Mark K. O'Neill
G10-520-2990 x1259
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